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Collaborative Drawing
 Key Takeaways

Literary Review
 Future of Cities



COLLABORATIVE DRAWING An exercise to think outside the box and quickly visualize ideas 

We started out by sketching the day in the life of  Rachel, an elderly woman with trouble standing on her legs. As we moved 
through the exercise, we came up with a variety of  solutions to build stronger relationships and increase quality of life 
by changing how we think about mobility. The issues we saw led to the idea of  mobile cities, where buildings could move across 
countries to become available in new cities. 
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2 Mobile homes and public transportation

Entire cities can collapse and move to various locations. 
The system is made to be efficient, exciting, and 
versatile. 

FUTURE OF CITIES KEY TAKEAWAYS 

3 +4  Mobile cities and businesses in the vicinity

Rachel’s day starts out with her leaving her home base 
to go hiking then visit her children on the other side of  
the city. Her home is made to move along a grid and 
there are stations along the way that she can stop.

Rachel’s phone tells her what businesses are in town 
today and asks if  she wants to move (her home) to 
them. If  she does not want to move, she can take a 
modular public transit system under or above ground. 

1 App that shows all the activity in the area

5 Accessibility for everybody

Long distance and short distance travel modules are 
available making everyone more accessible. Families 
are able to connect with their elders like never before.



LITERARY REVIEW THE FUTURE OF CITIES

Cities come and go. The one thing that is certain in urbanism is that all cities, no matter how great, decline at some point. Quite literally, they 
sink into the earth or water as consecutive layers pile up above them. 

But do cities have to remain static? Could they avoid their fate if they just moved?

Continuous Production 

Conveyor Belt City (1971)

“The city moves,” they wrote, “unrolling 
like a majestic serpent; over new lands, 
taking its 8 million inhabitants on a 
ride through valleys and hills, from the 
mountains to the seashore, generation 
after generation. The head of  the city is 
the Grand Factory, 4 miles wide and 100 
yards high, like the city it continuously 
produces . . . The Grand Factory devours 
shreds of  useless nature and unformed 
minerals at its front end and emits 
sections of  completely formed city, ready 
for use, from its back end.”

Source: https://www.ft.com/content/3d4e9abc-af60-11e3-bea5-00144feab7de



LITERARY REVIEW THE FUTURE OF CITIES

If  the buildings themselves cannot be mobile, perhaps the information and people can move. Maybe cities are filled with vacant modular 
buildings where people can come and go to use spaces as they please. Equipment would be readily available; all people would have to bring is 
themselves and their information. 

Source: http://m.cacm.acm.org/magazines/2016/8/205032-smart-cities/fulltext?mobile=true

Smart Cities

Smart cities are also defined as “places where information technology is 
combined with infrastructure, architecture, everyday objects, and our bodies to 
address social, economic, and environmental problems.” By leveraging advanced 
power systems, networking, and communication technologies, a smart city aims 
to enhance the lives of its citizens and optimize territorial, economic, 
and environmental resources.

Benefits
Safety and Security

surveillance cameras, enhanced emergency-
response services, and automated messages for 
alerting citizens; real-time information about a city 
should be available

Environment and Transportation

controlled pollution levels, smart street lights, 
congestion rules, and new public-transport 
solutions to reduce car use

Home Energy Management

timely energy billing, optimal energy management, 
saving 30-40% on electricity bills; the European 
Commission estimates approximately 72% of  
European electricity consumers will have smart 
meters by 2020

Educational Facilities

lifelong learning, education through remote 
learning, and smart devices in classrooms; more 
investment is needed to improve educational 
opportunities for all



NEXT STEPS 

One-on-one interviews 

Further research (future cities)

Artistic Response

Analyze and pull out what we really want to focus on


